Second Continental Meeting Of  500 Years Of Indigenous & Popular Resistance  In Guatemala by Tyroler, Deborah
University of New Mexico
UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)
10-9-1991
Second Continental Meeting Of "500 Years Of
Indigenous & Popular Resistance" In Guatemala
Deborah Tyroler
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Second Continental Meeting Of "500 Years Of Indigenous & Popular Resistance" In Guatemala." (1991).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/6486
LADB Article Id:  064669
ISSN:  1089-1560
©2011  The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved. Page 1 of 1
Second Continental Meeting Of "500 Years Of Indigenous
&amp; Popular Resistance" In Guatemala
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Wednesday, October 9, 1991
On Oct. 7 in Quetzaltenango, capital of Quetzaltenango department, 320 representatives of
indigenous communities from throughout the Americas convened the second continental meeting
of "500 Years of Indigenous and Popular Resistance." The meeting was scheduled to continue
through Oct. 12, the continental "Dia de la Raza." Indigenous groups represented included the
following: Zapotec, Mayan, Cuna, Guarani, Colla, Afro-Caribbean (Garifuno, among others), Tupi,
Xabante, Apache, Escachiwa, Iroquois, Taino, Carib, Aztec, Aimara, Inuit, Mexica, Abya Yala,
Xabante, Quechua, Mapuche and Chibcha. Delegates reside in continental US, the US state of
Alaska, Mexico, Cuba, Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic, Honduras, Panama, the Andean region
and the Southern Cone. Participants included observers from France, Norway, Sweden, Germany,
Netherlands, Belgium, Italy, Spain, Philippines, Denmark, and Britain, as well as UN experts on
indigenous issues. Rosalina Tuyuc, secretary of the meeting, said agenda items included democracy,
human and indigenous rights, land tenure issues, indigenous women and youth, and indigenous
and peasant unity. Rosario Pu, leader of Guatemala's Campesino Unity Committee (CUC), said,
"Indigenous peoples inspired by the spirit of resistance and just rebellion passed down from
generation to generation , are building a large-scale popular movement" against the 500 years of
cultural dismantlement, and "to promote self-discovery of our America." According to Pu, the
celebration of 1992 is an attempt to wipe the slate clean of Europe's historic role in "invasion,
genocide and destruction of cultures native to the American continent." An estimated 53% of
Guatemala's 9.1 million inhabitants are descendants of the Mayan people. (Basic data from ACAN-
EFE, AFP, 10/07/91)
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